Message from Mayor Ben Garlich, January 2015


I ‘ve been thinking about the new year and the personal goals I have set, as well as considering our Village goals and ensuring they are appropriate. I was looking at our Village website and reviewed the history of our Village that is recorded there. I thought about how we had progressed from those days and how people of action have made a difference and provided direction that gives us the results we see today. It is important to avoid falling into a janitorial mode and to continue striving for positive change. I look at the population of our Village and surrounding area, it is and has been described as a community where industry and agriculture coexist. Our Village is successful due to the people that shop, work and live here. 

We will be focusing this year on making sure we strengthen the relationship with surrounding areas and will bring ideas of value that benefit all entities important to the health of our Village. These will be achieved by working closely with the Middlefield township trustees and our local schools. Plans are in place to move forward with both entities to exploit these synergies by working together. 

I have been involved, as well as read, about the activity regarding Cardinal schools considering consolidation with Ledgemont, the GGP concept of a consolidated mega school, and the Huskie Nation with their plans for a new sports complex. I feel these are all projects of value and require a lot of thought. My hope is, we do not let these positive initiatives prevent us from making a difference today. We need to continue to move forward and can not become stagnant due to the “what if”.

I am looking forward to seeing dust in the Village again this year, as dirt is being moved for expansion projects. I expect another year of improvement in 2015. This past year, 2014 was the best revenue generating year for the Village since 2008 and I expect 2015 to be better than 2014.

I encourage you to be informed, be involved, shop local and visit www.middlefieldohio.com.   

