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Village of Middlefield Planning & Zoning

Meeting Minutes
April 23, 2015
________________________________________________________
The Village of Middlefield’s Planning & Zoning meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Mayor Garlich, Mr. Scott Klein, Mr. Dan Gyure, Mr. Jim Linberg and Ms. Edna Davis.  

Also present: Mr. Dan Weir-Administrator, Latisha Stupka-Tax Administrator, Leslie McCoy-Zoning Inspector, Ms. Lori Groff, Mr. Mike Groff, Dave Harrington, Duane Van Dyke-Van Dyke Architecture LLC, and Mike Pope-Geauga County Library.
Agenda: No additions or deletions.
Minutes from April 9, 2015 were presented for approval.  Mr. Linberg made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Ms. Davis. All in favor: Yeas (4).  Mr. Gyure abstained.   
PUBLIC HEARING: 
1. Conditional Use – Marc Koplow – 15561 West High Street – Barn Sales:   Mr. Harrington was in attendance.  Mr. Koplow would like to market the buildings in the back corner of the parking lot.  Will have an office in the mall to process sales and to meet with potential clients.  Would have approximately 8 to 15 empty display buildings.  Is relocating from Newbury as the traffic is heavier in this location.  Discussion regarding employees and how he will report wages.  Mr. Linberg   made a motion to approve the conditional use as applied for on the condition that the business owner has an interior full time space in the Harrington Square Mall and that he limits the sales to the buildings and they are not to be used for storage, seconded by Ms. Davis.  Roll call: Yeas (5).
2. Conditional Use – Michael Groff – 15423 West High Street – Adult Amusement Arcade:  Ms. Lori Groff stated that the proposed business is categorized as an entertainment center.  The proposed business will consist of approximately 30 different types of skill based amusement machines, after playing the customers will be awarded things such as prizes or vouchers.  Hours of operations will be 10:00 am to 10:00 pm and will have 2 to 4 employees.  Discussion regarding the difference between the internet café that was in this location as opposed to this building.  The difference is that this proposed business will not pay out any cash just vouchers, prizes or gas cards.  Ms. Davis asked if there was a restriction on the age.  Ms. Groff stated that the patron has to be over 18 years of age.  Mr. Klein asked why the Groff’s has closed the other businesses that they owned.  Ms. Groff stated that when the law changed they made the decision to close the other arcades.  Discussion regarding the fees that are charged for the internet cafes.  Mayor Garlich stated that he is not sure this business will fall under the internet café as their will be no cash payouts.  Mr. Lee discussed that perhaps village council will change the legislation for the internet café description and could retroactive the fees to the business owner.  Ms. Groff stated that the fees for the Internet café is very high and this business will not be that lucrative due to not paying cash for prizes.  Lengthy discussion regarding possible fees.  Mr. Klein   made a motion to approve the conditional use permit for one year  contingent upon that at the end of one year the business will need to reapply for conditional use and pay any licensing fees that the village may impose and secondly that they comply with all laws that apply, both municipal law and the revised code,  and any subsequent regulation that are adopted pursuant to any legislation that the legislature passes and remain in full compliance will all laws and if they are in violation of any law the Conditional Use Permit will be automatically revoked, seconded by Mr. Gyure.  Roll call: Yeas (5).
3. Variance Request – Middlefield Branch Geauga County Library – 16167 East High Street:  Mr. Mike Pope-Facility Manager for the Geauga County Public Library and Mr. Duane Van Dyke-Van Dyke Architecture LLC introduced themselves.  Mr. Van Dyke stated that they are in attendance tonight to discuss an addition to the book mobile garage.  The library would like to add an additional book mobile and need more space to house the bus.  All of the utilities are located to the north of the current garage so that was not really a viable place to add the addition as the utilities would have to be moved.  Requesting a side yard setback of about 6 feet to allow the building width and also need a 2.85 foot setback for the drive with the retaining wall.  Mayor Garlich stated that the adjacent property is a parking lot.  Mr. Klein made a motion to approve the variance as requested, seconded by Mr. Linberg.  Roll call: Yeas (5).
OLD BUSINESS:  
NEW BUSINESS:   
ZONING INSPECTORS REPORT:  Ms. McCoy stated that the Zoning Department has been very busy this month.  Discussion regarding the pending permits.  
There being no further business before the Planning & Zoning Commission Mr. Linberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 pm, seconded by Mr. Klein.  All in favor: Yeas (5). 

____________________________

___________________________________
Latisha Stupka-Tax Administrator

Scott Klein-Chairman
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